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allowed before a considerable portion of the book rnuSt be
ready for the printer, and during that six weeks the Trollope
household must remove to Waltham Cross. A man less
trained to work, and one less accustomed to taking clear and
rapid thought, might have shrunk from the test or missed its
true significance. Trollope, however, realised instantly that
his chance had come; he knew also that he had Strength and
power of concentration sufficient for the task. Without a
moment's hesitation he hurried to England, and having
listened to the specification of the kind of tale Smith, Elder
wanted for their magazine, made his agreement with them.
Travelling back from London to Ireland on the night of
November 4 1859, he wrote the first few pages of his book;
seven weeks later there appeared in the first number of the
Cornhill the firSl instalment of framley "Parsonage. From the
opening words the novel found inStant and enormous popul-
arity. The ComUH prospered, the publishers smiled, Thackeray
glittered with self-forgetful glee. As for Trollope, his name
and fortune were made. But in his later references to this
brave taking-at-the-flood of Fortune's tide he shows no trace
of vanity, giving, indeed, all the credit for his and the maga-
zine's success to Thackeray's name and keeping for himself
only a few words of the self-mockery he loved.
I will not say that the Story was good, but it was received
with greater favour than any I had written before or
have written since. I think that almost anything would
have been then accepted coming under Thackeray's editor-
ship. . . .
The service of almost any English novelist might have
been obtained if asked for in due time. It was my readiness
that was needed rather than any other gift. . , , Thackeray
had himself intended to begin with one of his own great
novels, but had put it off till it was too late. Lovel the
Widower was not substantial enough to appear as the prin-
cipal joint at the banquet. Though your gueSts will Un-
doubtedly dioe off the Utlle delicacies you provide for them,
there must be a heavy saddle of mutton among the viands.